
Pumpkin Life Cycle

	Grade Level
	K-2

	Subject
	Science

	Guiding Question
	What is the life cycle of the pumpkin?

	Lesson Summary
	Students will hear a story about the pumpkin life cycle, then use their knowledge of the pumpkin life cycle to sequence pictures of the stages in the life cycle in order to create a PowerPoint Presentation/ mini-book.

	Activating Strategy
	Think-Pair-Share/ Picture Book
1. Prior to reading, show students the cover of Pumpkin, Pumpkin by Jeanne Titherington. 

2. Ask students to think for 1 minute (less for younger students) about what they think the book will be about and some things that they think might happen in the book.

3. Give students 1 minute to share their ideas with a partner. Tell the partners to decide on one idea to share with the entire class.

4. Call on groups to share their one idea.

5. Read Pumpkin, Pumpkin by Jeanne Titherington to your class. Place the book on a digital presenter, if one is available, so all the students can see the words and pictures.

6. After finishing the book, follow up on your students’ predictions. Which ones were true?


	Cognitive Strategy
	PowerPoint Sequencing
1. Download Pumpkin.ppt and save as a template for students to access on the computer. (With young students, this will work best as a center on a few computers where students can work in a small group with guidance from an adult.)

2. Open Pumpkin.ppt. The slide show should open to the Slide Sorter view so you can see 6 blank slides and 6 pumpkin slides. (If not, go to View- Slide Sorter).
3. Students should decide which picture goes first in the pumpkin life cycle. They should click, drag, and drop the slide into the proper position. 
4. Students should place all the slides in order to show the pumpkin life cycle.

5. Younger students can either retell the pumpkin life cycle using their pictures as a guideline, or dictate their captions to an adult who can type for them. Older students can type their own phrase or sentence to the slides to describe the life cycle. 

· Double click on the slide.
· Click once on the Text Box icon in the Drawing Toolbar.

· Click once on the white part of the slide.

· Type.

6. Click File- Print. Under Print What- Choose Handouts and 6 per page. Print.
7. Students should cut out their mini-books and staple the pages together.

	Summarizing Strategy
	Retelling

1. Each student will need their mini-book.

2. Group students in pairs.

3. Decide which student will go first.

4. The first student should retell his pumpkin life cycle story to his partner.

5. When the first student is finished, the second student should retell his pumpkin life cycle story.

	Evaluation
	Informal evaluation can be done at the computer before students print and while students retell to their partner. Books can also be checked individually for the correct order of events.

	Resources
	Pumpkin, Pumpkin by Jeanne Titherington (1986, Greenwillow Books, ISBN 0-688-09930-0)
Pumpkin.ppt
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